CLAIMS OF THE INVENTION 



JCLAIM: 

^^P^^^^^)^ ^ method of issuing a voucher with^^^^ote voucher generation device associated 

^ V a gaming system including a gamingjH^chine and a host, comprising the steps of: 
generating data regarding a^ucher to be printed; 
creating a record regaraing said voucher; 

generating sajd^oucher, said step of generating including the step of printing information 
regarding said voucher; and 

transmitting information regarding said voucher from said remote voucher generation device 
1.^ to^^id^st. 

W 2. The method in accordance \ /ith Claim 1 including the steps of accepting said voucher 

?1 at a gaming machine and verifying said voucher, said verifying step including the step of 

i S e I 
~ : I 

\^ transmitting first information regarding spid voucher from said gaming machine to said host, and 

□ transmitting second information said renjote voucher generation device to said host. 



3. The method in acc9fd^ncjb with Claim 1 including the step of storing said record at 
said remote voucher generation dWij 

20 4. The method in accordMde Claim 1 wherein said step of generating said voucher 

data includes generating a unique vouoKer code associated with a particular voucher. 



5. The method in accordance with Claim 4 wherein said voucher code is printed on said 
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voucher. 



6. The method in accordance with Claim j/wherein said record includes a unique 
identification code for said voucher. 

7. The method iry adcord^^fce with Claim 1 wherein said record includes a monetary 
value associated with said vgffMer. 




n a<Jcordance with Claim 1 wherein said record includes a redeemable 



value of said voucher. 



A voucher generation and accounting system comprising: 
at least one gaming device adapted to accept credit from a player, present a game for play 
by a player, and pay an award in the event a winning^ent is achieved by play of the game, said at 
least one gaming device adapted to receive a voifcher representing credit; 

at least one host with which said at l^st one gaming device is associated, said at least one 
host arranged to transmit information tc/said at least one gaming device and receive information 
from said at least one gaming device; 

at least one voucher issuance device, said voucher issuance device adapted to generate data 
regarding a voucher, print s^i^voucher, and create a record regarding said voucher, said at least one 
voucher issuance device in communication with said at least one host for providing voucher 
information for use b^aid host in verifying a voucher presented to said at least one gaming device. 
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10. The gaming system in accordance with Claim 9 wherein said at least one voucher 
issuance device includes a printing device. 

/ 

1 1. The gaming system in accordance with Claim 9 wherein said at least one voucher 
issuance device includes a voucher acceptor and a coin and currency dispenser adapted to dispense 
coins and currency representing a value of an accepted voucher. 

12. The gaming system in accordance with Claim 9 wherein said at least one voucher 
issuance device is located remote from said at least one gaming machine. 



13. A method of utilizing a voucher in a gaming system comprising: 
providing at least one gaming machine, said gaming machine adapted to receive a voucher 
representative of a credit value forjplaying a game; 
providing at least one 

providing a communlvjatip: jiinkJ^etween said at least one host and said at least one gaming 
machine 

providing at least one ren|6te v6ucher generation device; 
generating information reg^ing a voucher; 

issuing said voucher from said voucher generation device, said voucher including said 
generated information; 

said voucher; 

providing a communication link between said voucher generation device and said at least 
one host; and 




creating a record regarding 
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transmitting voucher information from said voucher generation ^evice to said host in order 
to verify a voucher presented to said at least one gaming machine. 

14. The method in accordance with Claim 13 wh^ein said voucher information is 
transmitted from said voucher generation device to said host iff response to a signal to said host from 
said at least one gaming machine regarding said presentatton of said voucher. 

15. The method in accordance with Claim 13 wherein said step of creating a record 
comprises generating a file containing informatio/ regarding said voucher. 

16. The method in accordance wim Claim 13 including the step of storing said file at a 
data storage device associated with said voucher generation device. 

1 7. The method iiy accprmnce with Claim 1 3 wherein said communication link between 



said voucher generation devi 
host. 



e and said host is only established in response to a signal from said 



1 8. The methcid in aQCordance with Claim 1 3 including the steps of locating said at least 
one gaming machine arid said at least one host are located at a first location and locating said at least 
one remote voucherygeneration device remote therefrom. 



1 9. /The method in accordance with Claim 1 3 further including the step of verifying the 
authenticity/of said voucher. 
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20. The method in accordanc^with Claim 19 wherein said record includes a umque 
voucher identification and said v^rj/f^^iftg^Qp comprises comparing a voucher identification of said 
presented voucher with said vouc^i^^entification of said record. 
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